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Eastern Bluebird 3URWKRQRWDU\�:DUEOHU :RRG�'XFN Eastern Screech-Owl +RXVH�:UHQ
Dimensions: 9”x5.5”x5.6”
Entrance Size: 2.25”x1.37”
Height From Ground: ���·
Space Between Boxes: ���·
Orientation: East
Habitat: *UDVVODQG��2SHQ�
:RRGODQG
Attach To:�3ROH��)HQFH�3RVW

Dimensions: 8”x5.5”x5.5”
Entrance Size: 1.25”
Height From Ground: ����·
Space Between Boxes: ���·
Orientation: Towards water
Habitat: :HWODQG
Attach To: Dead or Live 
7UHH��3ROH

Dimensions: ��µx8”x9.25”
Entrance Size: 3”x�µ
Height From Ground:�����·
Space Between Boxes:����·
Orientation: 7RZDUG�:DWHU
Habitat: :HWODQG
Attach To:�3ROH�LQ�:DWHU�RU�
on Bank

Dimensions: 17.37”x9.62”x11.25”
Entrance Size: 3”x�µ
Height From Ground: �����·
Space Between Boxes:����·
Orientation: Any
Habitat: )RUHVW��2SHQ�:RRGODQG
Attach To:�/LYH�7UHH��3ROH

Dimensions: 8”x5.5”x5.5”
Entrance Size: 1”
Height From Ground:�����·
Space Between Boxes:����·
Orientation: Any
Habitat: Forest, Open 
:RRGODQG��6KUXE
Attach To: Dead or Live Tree, 
%XLOGLQJ��3ROH

Nest-Box Guide for Virginia’s Cavity-Nesting Birds

9LUJLQLD�LV�KRPH�WR�PDQ\�XQLTXH�ELUG�VSHFLHV�WKDW�UHO\�RQ�FDYLWLHV�IRU�QHVWLQJ�DQG�UDLVLQJ�WKHLU�\RXQJ��1RUPDOO\��WKHVH�ELUGV�ZRXOG�WDNH�IXOO�
advantage of any natural holes in dead standing trees (i.e. snags), many of which are made by woodpeckers that create their own nesting 
cavities each year, or from branches that have broken free and created an opening. Therefore, unless they pose a safety risk, it is critical to 
leave snags standing.
+RZHYHU��QDWXUDO�FDYLWLHV�KDYH�EHFRPH�OLPLWHG�ZKHUH�VQDJV�KDYH�EHHQ�UHPRYHG��1HVW�ER[HV�FDQ�EH�XVHG�DV�D�VXUURJDWH�FDYLW\�WR�DWWUDFW�
many of our cavity nesting bird species. Over the years we have been able to refine the designs of nest-boxes to maximize the likelihood 
that a target species will be able to successfully use the box.
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American Kestrel Barred Owl Chimney Swift Barn Owl 3XUSOH�0DUWLQ
Dimensions: 6”-12”
Entrance Size: 2.12”
Height From Ground: �����·
Space Between Boxes: ��·
Orientation: 6RXWK�:HVW
Habitat: :HWODQGV��3RQGV��
*UDVVODQGV��8UEDQ
Attach To:�3ROH

Dimensions: 17.37”x9.62”x11.25”
Entrance Size: 3”x�µ
Height From Ground:������·
Space Between Boxes:����0LOHV
Orientation: South/East
Habitat:�*UDVVODQG��2SHQ�
:RRGODQG
Attach To:�3ROH

Dimensions: 23”x13”x13”
Entrance Size: 7”
Height From Ground:������·
Space Between Boxes: .5 
0LOHV
Orientation: Any
Habitat: Forest
Attach To:�/LYH�7UHH��3ROH

Dimensions: 16”x12.37”x22.75”
Entrance Size:����µx3.75”
Height From Ground: ����·
Space Between Boxes: ���·
Orientation: Any
Habitat:�*UDVVODQG��2SHQ�
:RRGODQG
Attach To: %XLOGLQJ��3ROH��6LOR

Dimensions:�����·x���·x���·
Entrance Size: 11.2”
Height From Ground:�����·
Space Between Boxes: n/a
Orientation: Upwards
Habitat:�*UDVVODQG��7RZQ��2SHQ�
:RRGODQG
Attach To: Building or 
Freestanding Tower

- 3UHGDWRU�JXDUGV�DUH�DQ� LPSRUWDQW�ZD\� WR�SURWHFW� WKH�ELUGV� LQVLGH� WKH�
box. There are many designs that are not necessarily depicted here, 
but many involve a slippery baffling, hardware cloth, or both.

- The exact diameter of the entrance hole is not only important for 
accommodating your target species, but also for excluding predators.

- Critically important: the inside face of a nest-box should never be 
smooth; either etch out notches in the wood, install an interior perch, or 
add hardware cloth to act as a ladder. Birds often need something to 
grip in order to leave the box.

- Opening the nest-box during the nesting season 
can pose a serious risk to the birds and eggs inside. 
,W� LV� EHVW� WR� OHDYH� WKH� ER[� FORVHG� DQG� HQMR\� WKH�
activity around the box from a distance.

- 1HVW�ER[HV�VKRXOG�EH�FOHDQHG�RXW�RQFH�D�\HDU� WR�
reduce the likelihood of parasites and disease. Be 
sure to do so outside the nesting season, which is 
different for each species. 


